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Oh, Christmas Treeé 
 

Long before Christianity, plants that 

remained green all year held a 

special place with people during the 

winter months. Just as we decorate 

with greenery today, ancient people 

placed evergreen boughs over their windows and 

doors.  
 

Germany is credited with starting the Christmas 

tree tradition in the 16th Century when Christians 

brought decorated trees into their homes.  ñIt is a 

widely held belief that Martin Luther, the 16th-

century Protestant reformer, first added lighted 

candles to a tree. Walking toward his home one 

winter evening, composing a sermon, he was awed 

by the brilliance of stars twinkling amidst 

evergreens. To recapture the scene for his family, 

he erected a tree in the main room and wired its 

branches with lighted candles.ò 
 

ñMost 19th-century Americans found Christmas 

trees an oddity. The first record of one being on 

display was in the 1830s by the German settlers of 

Pennsylvania, although trees had been a tradition in 

many German homes much earlier. The 

Pennsylvania German settlements had community 

trees as early as 1747. But, as late as the 1840s 

Christmas trees were seen as pagan symbols and 

not accepted by most Americans.ò  
 

ñBy the 1890s, Christmas ornaments were arriving 

from Germany and Christmas tree popularity was 

on the rise around the U.S. It was noted that 

Europeans used small trees about four feet in 

height, while Americans liked their Christmas trees 

to reach from floor to ceiling.ò 
 

In the early 20th century, Americans were 

decorating their trees primarily with homemade 

ornaments, while the German-Americans used 

ñapples, nuts, and marzipan cookiesò as ornaments. 

Popcorn was used after being dyed bright colors 

and interlaced with nuts and berries. ñElectricity 

brought about Christmas lights, making it possible 

for Christmas trees to glow for days on end. With 

this, Christmas trees began to appear in town 

squares across the country and having a Christmas 

tree in the home became an American tradition.ò 
 

Source: History.com 

BWMH Standard of the Month -  
Attitude 
 

Our goal is to exceed our customersô expectations. We are 

committed  to providing the highest quality of services and 

meeting the customersô needs with the utmost care and 

courtesy. This commitment must be reflected in our behavior. 
 

 

1. Attitude is contagious; make sure yours is positive.  
 

2. Greet everyone with a smile. 
 

3. Welcome everyone in a friendly manner. Always introduce 

yourself and treat everyone as if he or she is the most important 

person in the facility. 
 

4. Show respect, courtesy, and sensitivity to everyone. 
 

5. We are all responsible for our own attitude and morale.  
 

6. Listen, show that you care. Go above and beyond what is 

expected of you. 
 

7. Meet the customerôs immediate need or gladly take them to 

someone who can.  
 

8. Laughter is the best medicine. Incorporate humor to improve 

interaction between yourself and others. 
 

9. Be open to and value new views, ideas, and talents. 
 

10. Encourage others by using sincere compliments and praise.  
 

11. Apologize for problems and inconvenience.  
 

12. People are the reason we are here. They are not 

interruptions to our work. 
 

13. Rudeness is never acceptable.  

 

Congratulations to Linda Mendoza! 
   ñLinda has temporarily changed jobs within her department to fill 

in where they are short handed. Linda has a positive attitude while 

learning to work in another aspect of the department. Exhibiting the 

Bob Wilson Standard!ò  

Congratulations on a job well done!! 

http://www.history.com/encyclopedia.do?articleId=215276
http://www.history.com/encyclopedia.do?articleId=219919


uzz 

The 

     December 10, 2009 

January  

Birthdays  
 

January 1  

Dianna Patterson  
 

January 6  

Tami Fagala  
 

January 7  

Robin Fort  
 

January 8  

Sharron Gregory  
 

January 12  
Rosa Ochoa  

 

January 17  

Shelley King  
 

January 18  

Chandra Bogner  

Michelle Langston  
 

January 20  
Judy Brown  

Therese Minks  
 

January 25  

Jannyn Clark  
 

January 27  

Amber Kester  

Jay Tusten  
 

January 30  
Makayla Syslo  

 

 

 Planning to visit a patient 

at BWMGCH?  Please 

reconsider if you have any 

of these symptoms: 
 

Fever or feel feverish 
Cough 
Runny nose 
Sore throat 
Body aches 
Vomiting or diarrhea 

 
OR:  If you have been 
exposed to the flu within 

Please do not bring      

children 12 and under to 

visit as they are more 

likely to become ill with 

the flu or expose our    

patients unknowingly. 
 

      Thank you. 

The message to the 

left will be running 

in the local        

newspaper. Please 

follow the same 

precautions when 

scheduled to work. 

Please do not come 

to work with the     

symptoms listed, 

and do not return 

to work until you 

h a v e  b e e n      

symptom free for 

24 hours.  
 

WELCOME TO OUR  

NEW EMPLOYEES!  

Betty Perez 

UFP 

Shelley King 

Dietary 

Lor Mae Dahino 

Laboratory 

Amanda Gray 

Med/Surg 

Auxiliary Hosts Festival of Trees 
 

Hosting their second annual Festival of Trees was a committed effort by BWMGCH Auxiliary, but it was 

once again a very successful event. Those attending were able to bid in the Silent Auction, which featured 

large and small beautifully crafted wreaths, swags, a nativity scene, stunning floral arrangements, and 
even a golden reindeer. The items were handcrafted by members of Auxiliary, with Festival of Trees 

project co-chairs Ann Papay and Sue Goldsby and Auxiliary members working hard to make sure the 

event was enjoyable.  
 

Four impressively decorated Christmas trees were featured at the live auction conducted by local       
auctioneer Mark Faulkner, who made this part of the event fun for the audience and lively for the      

bidders. The Centennial Committee's tree was done in red and gold ornaments and decorations with 

gilded accents. A cowboy theme was incorporated in the Junior Civic group's tree, with a cowboy hat as 
the top piece and various cowboy ornaments. Charlotte Peterson, assistant to the  

hospital CEO,  created a stunningly beautiful tree with decorations of silver, teal, 

green and blue. Stitches-in-Time Quilt Club's handmade stitched and quilted         

ornaments made for an very unusual Christmas tree. It was topped with a huge red 

bow. Each tree was beautifully decorated, and those creators were applauded for their 

efforts. 
 

Refreshments for the evening were provided by Chef Shad Shapland of 620 Grille, 
with meat-filled pastries, Asian chicken-on-skewers, and other delightful and       

delicious hors d'oeuvres. There were also delicious chocolate candies, sparkling water, 

coffee and cranberry punch available for the attendees. 
 

The profits from the live and silent auctions will be used for Auxiliary needs in the 
new gift shop and for items they can provide for the hospital as needed. Auxiliary 

president Colette Heinitz thanks everyone who attended this event. It was very     

successful and will help Auxiliary carry out its mission of helping BWGCH in     
whatever ways possible. 
 

Fran Smith 

Secretary 


